Presentation for the Victims and Survivors
Forum: Truth Project analysis
Child sexual abuse within the context of
religious institutions
@TruthProjectCSA
@InquiryCSA

How Forum members can ask questions

Please email questions and comments to: forum@iicsa.org.uk
Please put “Truth” in the subject line.
We will attempt to answer some of the questions in real time.
After the presentation, we will answer remaining questions.

Support for victims and survivors

Some viewers may find the content presented today has an
emotional impact.
If you have been affected please seek support.
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/victims-and-survivors/support-for-survivors

Aims of the presentation

To provide members of the Victims and Survivors Forum with
an update on the Inquiry’s analysis of the Truth Project
To present our research findings on our analysis of child
sexual abuse within the context of religious institutions

Truth Project publications

Religious
Institutions
report

Methods
report

Truth Project data analysis

The Truth Project represents a valuable source of data.
It is unique in holding so many victim and survivor experiences in
one place.

Background of
participant

Who has come forward to the Truth Project to share an experience of child sexual abuse?

Nature of sexual abuse

What do people share about the nature of the child sexual abuse they experienced?
How much did institutions know about what was happening?

Institutional contexts

What have victims and survivors said about whether anything could have been done by the institution
at the time to prevent the sexual abuse?
What were victims and survivors’ experiences of disclosing child sexual abuse (as a child / adult) and
what has helped or hindered disclosure?

Disclosure
How were disclosures or allegations of child sexual abuse responded to by those within and outside
institutions?
Impacts of sexual abuse What are the impacts of child sexual abuse?

Experiences of support What has helped or hindered victims and survivors’ recovery?
Victims and survivors’ What changes do victims and survivors suggest to improve child protection and prevent child sexual
suggestions for change abuse in the future?

A quantitative and qualitative approach

Numbers

Numbers
Percentages
Proportions

Textual content, often life
stories and experiences
Interpreted by researchers
to understand the lived
experiences of a particular
group

What do we mean by ‘religious context?’
Cases of child sexual abuse that occurred within a religious
context were identified for analysis based on:

The location of the
abuse

The perpetrator(s)
of the abuse

Our quantitative research sample

11%
●

●

reported abuse that:

took place in a
religious institution
and/or
was perpetrated by a
member of the clergy
or church related
worker.

Our qualitative research sample

12
cases
in total

Limitations and caveats

Quantitative sample not
representative of wider
population

12 cases qualitatively
analysed not
representative of Truth
Project participants’
faiths

Backgrounds of victims and
survivors

Who has come forward to
the Truth Project to share
an experience of child
sexual abuse?

42%

of participants reported abuse that commenced
prior to the 1970s

73%

of participants were eight or older when the abuse
started

61%

of participants were male

Participant backgrounds

Who has come forward to the
Truth Project to share an
experience of child sexual
abuse?

“The rosary was recited every night and from an early age...I
attended mass as an alter server, sometimes before going to
school and certainly at least once on a Sunday”

“My life [was] making sure that my siblings were cared for and
clean before I went to school, and then I had to race home, and
make sure that [the baby] was cared for and cleaned when I got
home, because my mum, at the time, simply was not capable”

Nature of sexual abuse experienced
Church of England

28%

Catholic

25%

Unknown

16%

Jehovah's Witnesses

11%

Other religions

11%

Christian (unspecified)

9%

What do people
share about the
nature of the child
sexual abuse they
experienced?

of participants
62%
reported fondling

Nature of sexual abuse experienced

What do people
share about the
nature of the child
sexual abuse they
experienced?

Sexual abuse often occurred during activities associated with the
religious institution, including:
●
●
●

religious duties, e.g. serving as an altar boy
classes, such as bible study
extracurricular activities like choir practice, day trips or sleepovers.

A majority of participants described the abuse as starting slowly and escalating
progressively.
The following types of abuse were mentioned by participants:
●
●

touching
nudity

●
●

masturbation
penetrative acts

Institutional contexts

of participants
34%
reported that someone
else knew the abuse
was happening at the
time

How much did institutions
know about what was
happening?

of participants
48%
knew of someone
else being abused in
the same institution

Institutional contexts
“I don’t want to be so banal as to say a person in a
position of trust, but there was something idealistic
about [perpetrator] and something that everyone
idolised about him”

What have victims and survivors
said about whether anything
could have been done by the
institution at the time to prevent
the sexual abuse?

“I think they care more about their
reputation, how the church comes across,
the community...I think maybe they are
worried about how that [child sexual
abuse scandal] damages it”

Disclosure as a child

What were victims and survivors’
experience of disclosing child
sexual abuse (as a child / adult)
and what has helped or hindered
disclosure?

did not tell anyone about the abuse
68% ofat participants
the time
of participants who did tell someone at the time told
48%
someone inside the religious institution

Disclosure as a child

What were victims and survivors’
experience of disclosing child
sexual abuse (as a child / adult)
and what has helped or hindered
disclosure?

“I was left thinking that they either didn’t believe me
or they didn’t care. I was never the kind of child who
was going to bring it up myself. So by the time I was
12 I was suicidal”

How were disclosures or
allegations of child sexual
abuse responded to by those
within and outside
institutions?

“I was quite reassured that something was
going to happen. I didn’t know what, but
something, after all this time, was going to
happen. Waited, waited, waited, nothing
happened”

Disclosure as an adult

What were victims and survivors’
experience of disclosing child
sexual abuse (as a child / adult)
and what has helped or hindered
disclosure?

told someone about the abuse after it
85% ofhadparticipants
ended
of participants who did tell someone after the abuse
32%
had ended told someone inside the religious institution

Disclosure as an adult

What were victims and survivors’
experience of disclosing child
sexual abuse (as a child / adult)
and what has helped or hindered
disclosure?

And then he [priest] never got back to me at
all. Nothing. Nothing back. No return call, no
missed calls, no messages, no letters,
nothing. It was as if the meeting hadn’t
happened. So I kind of gave up on it

How were disclosures or
allegations of child sexual
abuse responded to by those
within and outside
institutions?

I feel the church repeatedly re-victimised
me with their cover-ups, ineptly dealing
with my further complaints by addressing
me only publicly and later unreasonably
refusing damages payment”

The impacts of sexual abuse

What are the
impacts of child
sexual abuse?

of participants abused in religious contexts reported
81%
a mental health impact

26% feelings of guilt

18% loss of faith

The impacts of sexual abuse

What are the impacts of
child sexual abuse?

“It is clear to me that the priest did untold damage to my
psyche and caused me a world of anger and depression
which simply would not have been there otherwise”
“I’ve taken several overdoses, tried to throw myself off a
bridge, all as a teenager”
“I’ve lost my faith...I was an outstanding [member of
religious community] up until the age 16...If people had
just left alone, or if the abuse hadn’t happened, I’d be
married to an elder, I’d have a lovely little, spiritual little
family”

The impacts of sexual abuse

What are the impacts of
child sexual abuse?

“Up until probably my late, mid to late 20s, I struggled to hold down
relationships. Relationships, intimacy, felt awkward. Intimacy still
does feel awkward”
“I don’t trust people, I don’t let people in. I certainly wouldn’t have a
relationship with a man. It’s not going to happen. I sorted of wanted
it for a long time, but it’s never going to happen”

“Work has always been an issue for me. I’ve always
worked, but I do struggle with full-time work and I
struggle with keeping work. I tend to have jobs for a
little while and then I need a break and it’s difficult”

Experiences of support

What has helped or hindered
victims and survivors’
recovery?

“I wrote to the bishop...I asked to see him to talk
about [the sexual abuse]. He wrote back saying he
wouldn’t see me...So I wrote back to him and said, ‘If
I promise not to sue you, will you see me?’ He wrote
back saying, ‘We’ll give you a date’”
“I do openly say that if I hadn’t gone through therapy I wouldn’t be
with my husband...I think it gave me an understanding of what the
impact of what had happened to me as a child was having to me
in my adult life. Now, as I continue through my adult life, I see that
more and more”

Victims and survivors’ suggestions for change

36%
What changes do victims and
survivors suggest to improve
child protection and prevent
child sexual abuse in the future?

Recommended an increase in
community and parental knowledge /
awareness of child sexual abuse

32%

Want to ensure children have
someone to report abuse to

Victims and survivors’ suggestions for change
Religious
leaders to
instigate
culture change

Greater
transparency
from religious
institutions

More funding
available to all
support
agencies

Stigma and
blame on
victims to be
addressed

Remove date
limitations on
compensation
claims

Professionals to
be free to
explore possible
concerns

Support and
protection for
those who do
come forward

Funding for
research into
perpetrator
behaviours

More training,
education and
other resources

Key research findings from our analysis
1

Victims and survivors
did not report due to
feelings of shame or
embarrassment

2

Fondling and other
non-penetrative abuse
reported rather than
penetrative

4 Easy for perpetrators
to find opportunities
to abuse with relative
impunity

5

3

Awareness of others
being abused in the
same institution or by
the same perpetrator

Involvement of
institution in victims
and survivors’ lives
presented challenges

Key research findings from our analysis
6 Experiences of abuse
often reported to
someone inside the
institution

7

Protection of
institution reputation
meant victims and
survivors disbelieved

9 Spiritual impact upon
these victims and
survivors particularly
notable

8

Disclosures
discredited and
perpetrators moved
on to new locations

Thank you
Please email questions and comments to: forum@iicsa.org.uk
Please put “Truth” in the subject line.
Some viewers may find the content presented today distressing.
If you have been affected please seek support.
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/victims-and-survivors/support-for-survivors

