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WITNESS STATEMENT
Criminal Procedure Rules r 27.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, 5.9: Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, 5.5B

URN

Statement of: RO-F108
Age if under 18: Over 18 (if over 18 insert "over 18") Occupation: Principal

This statement (consisting of pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and |
make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated anything in it,

which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Signature: Date:

Check box if witness evidence is visually recorded [ (supply witness details on last page)

I am the above named person and reside at the address provided to Greater Manchester Police. | was

interviewed by ISO! DPA | WHALLEY and 1SO | DPA HUGHES on Monday 26" October 2015 at Lower Lane

Police Station, Liverpool in relation to Operation Clifton. | have read the purpose of this investigation.

I moved to England in 1989 from{ DpA  and worked in a Children’s Home in Liverpool, | then went to work at

View School as a member of the care team. | worked for approximately three or four months as a Social
Worker in Rochdale. After this | went back to work in Formby at Clarence House, which changed to Clarence
High School, until 2009 where | worked as Pastoral Manager before being appointed the Principal. | then went
to work at a school in Crosby until 2014. | am now the Principal at Wings School in Cumbria, which is a
residential school. In 2000 | was also ordained as a permanent Deacon.

During my time in post at Knowl View School | also did a diploma in social work which was affiliated to
Manchester University, but I studied in Stockport.

On taking up post at Knowl View School as a Deputy House Manager | was made aware an intruder, Rod

HILTON, had got into the school, but net in great detail and | was not informed about any other previous

incidents. Even though | had previously worked with the Head Teacher, | RO-F69 . at Clarence

House, | was not informed. This may have been due to the fact if | had been told | may not have taken the
position. My role changed fowards the end of my time at Knowl View School and | became Deputy Head of

care, for a few months before the school closed at the end of 1994, while;___RO-F72 _ :was Head of Care and
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we shared the responsibilities. | think RO-F72 idiscussed with me us both taking on the responsibility of

Head of Care, but | said | would just assist so he took on the role as Head of Care. However, RO-F72 iwas

one of the members of staff who went off sick around the time it was announced the school was closing, so |

think I may have taken on the responsibilities of Head of Care.

House) and RO-F70 i RO-F69  iwas the Head Teacher when | started at Knowl View School

and Tony MACQUARRIE was the Deputy Head Teacher (who | had also previously worked with at Clarence
House). When they left John TYLDESLEY became Head Teacher for a short period. Brian MURPHY was a
teacher and | also think he acted up as Deputy Head Teacher for a short time. | cannot recall who | directly
reported to.

When | took up post my focus was to ensure the boys were looked after, by improving their education and

care. | wasn't interested in what had happened previously | was only interested in looking forward and

ensuring that in the time [ was there the boys were adequately cared for. As | knewi RO-F69  iand Mr

MACQUARRIE before starting at Know! View School, | involved myself in the teaching day as well as the care
side and | didn’t see myself solely as a care worker.

The school was split into four units which were split by age, there was a junior side and a senior side. | was
Deputy House Manager on one of the four units. The school held approximately 48 boys but | cannot
remember how many boys attended the school during my time in post. The majority of the boys were
residential and went home at weekends, however | think there may have been a few day pupils. The school
was run by Rochdale Local Education Authority but there was also a Governing body.

During the day the education staff were responsible for the boys and outside of school hours the care staff
were responsible. The care staff worked shifts and there was a handover between senior members of staff
between the shifts, the information would then be cascaded down to the teaching and care staff. The care staff
worked night shifts, these involved two members of staff being on sleep-in duty and two members of staff

being on waking night duty. There would have also been a senior member of staff on a night shift.
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