Truth Data Analysis
Forum members responses Q&A
Questions about the Truth Project
Q1) When our data/evidence is passed over to the police, will they contact us
independently?
The Inquiry’s research team will not pass participant data to the police. Any allegations
of child abuse are passed to the police in the form of a police referral, which is sent to
Operation Hydrant following participation in the Truth Project. Where a participant has
consented to sharing their contact details, the police may then contact the participant
and this is independent from the Inquiry.
Q2) Participants of the Truth Project are given the opportunity to ask for a transcript of
what they said during the session. An email request has to be made. When I had
finished sharing, I was happy not to think about it for a while. However, after a few
months, is a participant able to request via an email a transcript?
Yes, you can still request the audio recording from your session and any written notes
by submitting a request to our Data Protection Officer at dpo@iicsa.org.uk.
Q3) Earlier on in the presentation it was mentioned participants could receive copies of
their verbal data from the IICSA interview(s). As we speak on average about seven
times faster than we write, it makes it difficult for victims/survivors to write down words
when listening to the verbal data. In other words participants are at a disadvantage. I
successfully requested and received my written data. I believe this should be available
for all participants so they can request and receive written transcripts.
Transcripts are not produced for Truth Project Sessions which means they are not
usually available to participants.
Questions about the Truth Project data analysis
Q4) Where do I find data on line? // How do I find the dashboard?
You can access the Truth Project Dashboard by clicking here. The Experiences Shared
are available here. For more information on the work of the Inquiry’s research team,
please click here.
Q5) Is it okay to share any of the slides being shown today via social media?

You can share slides from the presentation, however we would recommend sharing the
full presentation which you can find on our website or the Truth Project Dashboard so
people can see all of our research findings.
Q6) How many people going through Truth have said their information can be used for
research?
In November 2018, 1,697 participants who had shared an experience with the Truth
Project had consented for their information to be used for research purposes. The
majority of people who come forward to the Truth Project agree for their information to
be used for research, less than 10 per cent opt out of research.
Q7) Do those who have completed the Truth sessions have access to their Data
Collection Sheet? Are the Data Collection Sheets passed on directly onto the police, or
an interpretation of the data?
We do not typically share Data Collection Sheets with participants. We do not pass Data
Collection Sheets onto the police, they are only used for the purpose of our analysis.
Q8) Does everyone's suggestions for change get considered, or only the 66 account
analysed in a qualitative way?
We look at suggestions for change from all Truth Project participants in our quantitative
analysis. All suggestions for change are grouped into overarching categories, which we
then conduct analysis on.
Q9) What proportion is the sample of 66 responses of the total number of participant
responses and is this enough to produce a representative analysis to enhance the
analysis of quantitative data?
The purposive sample of 66 accounts that will be selected for the qualitative analysis
constitutes a small proportion of the total number of Truth Project participants. As the
Truth Project is still ongoing, we do not yet know the total number of Truth Project
participants. We select these accounts using a sampling framework which ensures we
capture a diverse range of participant experiences. The quantitative analysis will be
done with the whole dataset.
Questions about institutions
Q10) In your data analysis, is abuse which has not taken place in an institutional setting
regarded as less significant to the Inquiry? Is it less directly relevant to the Inquiry's
purpose or do you treat it equally whether it was institutional or not?
It is not regarded as less significant. The Inquiry was tasked with understanding the
extent to which institutions have failed to protect children from sexual abuse, this

includes those let down by institutions. All information about child sexual abuse within
our dataset will be included in our quantitative analysis and feed into our final Truth
Project research report.
Q11) Have you looked at Local Authority Fostering institution as yet? If not, will you and
when?
Our thematic research report into Welfare Institutions includes children’s care homes
run by Local Authorities, and will be published later in 2019.
Q12) Will all the institutions be analysed, that is scout association?
We record all institutions where abuse takes place, and these are included in our
quantitative analysis. We do not conduct in-depth qualitative analysis of all institution
types, especially when numbers are small due to the risk that participants could be
identified from the information.
Q13) Can you please explain how your data collection allows for a situation such as
abuse suffered in a school run by a religious organisation?
Cases where there is an overlap between institutional categories (such as being abused
by a priest in a school setting) will be included in the quantitative analysis for both
institutional reports, that is in the thematic report on religious institutions and the
thematic report on schools. In terms of the in-depth qualitative analysis, the account of
the same individual would only be included in one of these reports to include as many
experiences as possible across different reports.
Q14) There was a response to a question regarding instances where issues regarding
abuse (or lack of adequate response to reported abuse) by 'linked' institutions. The
example given was school and religious institutions. If this data is extracted and used
for analysis under the themes relating to just one institution, in this example schools,
then will that skew the information, resulting in under-reporting of instances for religious
institutions?
Cases where there is an overlap between institutional categories (such as being abused
by a priest in a school setting) will be included in the quantitative analysis for both
institutional reports, that is in the thematic report on religious institutions and the
thematic report on schools. In this particular example given, schools run by religious
institutions are included in the thematic report on schools as education is their primary
purpose.
Q15) Are you gathering statistics for abuse which occurred in a familial setting and
where there was no particular institutional setting?

Yes, all people who come forward to share their experiences with the Truth Project and
do not opt out of having their information used for research are included in our
quantitative analysis and the final Truth Project research report.
Q16) If abuse in family settings with institutional failings is the largest group, why is it
not the first to be investigated, why religious institutions alone? Who do we class as a
person in authority - police, schools etc?
The Inquiry was tasked with understanding the extent to which institutions have failed to
protect children from sexual abuse. Therefore, it is important to analyse what Truth
Project participants share with the Inquiry about institutions. Victims and survivors who
have been abused in a familial setting can come forward and share their experiences
with the Truth Project. The Inquiry is keen to hear from victims and survivors who have
reported child sexual abuse to any persons in an institution, such as teachers, social
workers, police or other authorities. This includes experiences of a child displaying signs
of abuse that institutions failed to recognise.
Q17) Will you come up with simple answers like which is the UK's most abusive
organisation?
No, the Truth Project accounts are not representative of the population as a whole. We
will not be able to say which organisation is most abusive. All of our Truth Project
thematic reports include research findings around the unique characteristics of abuse
within different institution types.
Q18) The number given in the presentation of fewer than 10 cases for the Military (and
Sport) do not reflect figures for society generally and are a reflection of IICSA not
concentrating on advertising within the Military 'Community' (9 million since 1940 and
2.5 million veterans alive) and are lower than the numbers previously given. Why is this,
where have those 'missing numbers' gone? Given the 'toxic male culture' within the
military over decades, figures if researched and collated will hugely skew your totals
and conclusions. Why is IICSA blocking such research and wider publicity?
We have previously published a figure that an initial analysis of 520 participants from
the Truth Project found that seven people reported being abused in a military institution,
such as the Royal Navy or armed forces. The Inquiry does not block research and
publicity on the military. For the Truth Project data analysis we rely on participants
(including those abused in the military) to come forward to share their experience and
we record all information shared with the Inquiry. We would like to encourage more
people who were abused in a military setting to come forward to the Truth Project so we
can build a clearer and more comprehensive picture.
Q19) Why do statistics of child sexual abuse in the Military differ, greatly, between
IICSA and those hidden deep in the Operation Hydrant files? How can IICSA be sure

that Operation Hydrant is actually recording such cases? What feedback is Research
getting from Operation Hydrant?
We have previously published a figure that an initial analysis of 520 participants from
the Truth Project found that seven people reported being abused in a military institution,
such as the Royal Navy or armed forces. The figures from the Truth Project analysis are
only from the victims and survivors who have come forward to share their experiences
through the Truth Project. These figures are not representative of the general population
of victims and survivors across England and Wales. All relevant information from the
Truth Project is passed on to Operation Hydrant in the form of a police referral.
Operation Hydrant also receives information from other sources. Any recording and
analysis conducted by Operation Hydrant is independent of the Inquiry.
Q20) Has the Research Team included Military Padres in the Church Sex Abuse cases
both within the Armed Forces and within civilian/church run Military Boarding Schools?
We record the profession of the perpetrator for all Truth Project sessions where the
participant discloses this information. Clergy attached to the military would be included
in our analysis of religious institutions.
Questions about the nature and impact of the abuse and disclosure
Q21) How is "impact on mental health" analysed? Is it totally subjective according to the
survivor's narrative? I think a sense of "shame" should be included in mental health
impacts, or even something like a survivor who suffers sexual impotence as a result?
The Truth Project research looks at the impact of child sexual abuse on mental health.
The information we get from participants is subjective because Truth Project sessions
are participant-led so any data we hold on mental health impacts are described in this
way by the participants.
Q22) Is it possible to assess the effectiveness of mental health interventions given to
survivors and victims? Is it possible to analyse if child sexual abuse is recognised in
treatment given by mental health services?
The Truth Project research reports on what victims and survivors have shared with the
Inquiry about the interventions they experienced or whether child sexual abuse was
specifically recognised in their treatment, if that was something they chose to share
during their session. Whilst we are not currently conducting our own assessment of the
effectiveness of specific interventions, the Inquiry is considering issues around support
services for victims and survivors, across the various strands of its work.
Q23) Is it worth considering mental and emotional health after participating in the Truth
Project in the research at some point in the future?

Research is conducted using the information shared during the Truth Project sessions
in order to gain a better understanding of victim and survivor experiences of abuse,
disclosure and support prior to coming to the Truth Project. We do not research the
mental and emotional health of victims and survivors after participating in the Truth
Project.
Q24) Is data gathered on how survivors are met when they disclose in adulthood to
services? E.g. GP mental health services or social services.
Yes, if Truth Project participants share this information, we collect victims and survivors’
experiences of disclosure, including when they made their disclosure, who they
disclosed, what the response was, as well as what formal and informal support they
accessed.
Q25) Have more women than men come forward to the Truth project? Does most abuse
takes place in the family home compared with any other single institution?
Yes, to date, more women than men have come forward to the Truth Project. We found
that 38% of participants were abused by a family member. This was the largest group of
responses when compared with perpetrators in any other setting.
Q26) What do you class as a disclosure? Can this be a disclosure to family
members/friends or do you only consider professional disclosures in your research?
In relation to the Truth Project data analysis, we class any situation in which a victim
and survivor told someone else about their abuse as a disclosure. This includes
disclosures made to family members, friends and professionals.
Questions about perpetrators
Q27) Are there any statistics about perpetrators such as gender, age etc.?
We do collect data on perpetrator characteristics if this is shared by the Truth Project
participants. The analysis of this information is still ongoing and we will include this in
future Truth Project research reports.
General questions
Q28) Could someone tell me how I would go about challenging data/information the
project has received from a certain individual?
A third party cannot challenge accounts by Truth Project participants.

